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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, GT, ES, IDB 

SUBJ: KIDNAPPERS EREE SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR 
REE: GUATEMALA 3406 AND 3407 (NOTAL) 

1. SALVADORAN AMBASSADOR CASANOVA WAS FOUND BY A FRIEND AT ABOUT 
1800 HOURS MAY 31, IN THE SOUTHERN PART OP GUATEMALA CITY WHERE 

HE HAD BEEN LEFT, BOUND, GAGGED, AND BLINDFOLDED, BY HIS KID- 
NAPPERS. APART FROM A SLIGHT BULLET WOUND IN HIS LEFT FOOT, 

WHICH DID NOT PREVENT CASANOVA PROM STANDING DURING TV INTERVIEWS 
LATER THAT EVENING, HE WAS IN GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS. 

TERRORISTS HAD SHOT HIM IN THE FOOT WHILE HE WAS BEING TRANS- 
PORTED IN THE BACK OP A PICKUP TRUCK AND HE WAS SLOW IN GETTING 
HIS FOOT UNDER COVER. THEY LATER BROUGHT SOMEONE TO SEE HIM WHO 
BANDAGED THE FOOT AND GAVE HIM ANTIBIOTICS. HOWEVER, CASANOVA 
SAID HE WAS GIVEN NOTHING TO EAT DURING THE 52 HOURS OF HIS 
CAPTIVITY. INTERESTINGLY, CASANOVA SAID HIS CAPTORS IDENTIPIED 
THEMSELVES TO HIM AS MEMBERS OF THE SALVADORAN GUERRILLA GROUP 
POPULAR FORCES OP LIBERATION (FPL), DESPITE PACT THAT ALL 
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MESSAGES CONCERNING HIS CAPTURE AND RELEASE PURPORTED TO COME 
FROM GUATEMALAN EGP. 

2. CASANOVA'S RELEASE CAME BEFORE EGP'S LATEST DEMANDS (REFTELS) 

HAD BEEN FULLY COMPLIED WITH. PRESUMABLY EGP DECIDED IT HAD 
GOTTEN ENOUGH OP WHAT IT WANTED. ITS COMMUNIQUE WAS PUBLISHED 
IN ADVERTISEMENTS PAID FOR BY MRS. CASANOVA IN ALL THREE 
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GUATEMALA CITY AFTERNOON PAPERS MAY 31 AND ALL FOUR MORNING 
PAPERS JUNE 1 AND WAS READ MAY 31 BY THE FOUR RADIO NEWS PRO- 
GRAMS SPECIFIED IN THE EGP DEMAND. IT WAS NOT READ ON THE 
AFTERNOON TV PROGRAMS BECAUSE ALL THREE TV CHANNELS WERE OFF 
THE AIR DUE TO POWER FAILURE, AND IT WAS NOT READ ON THE EVENING 
TV NEWS BECAUSE BY THEN CASANOVA HAD BEEN RELEASED. 
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